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COMMENTS ON EXAMINER'S STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir; 

Applicant respectfully disagrees with the Examiner's Statement of Reasons to the extent 
that there is any implication that the patentability of the claims rests on the recitation of a single 
feature, Applicant respectfully disagrees with the Examiner's Statement because it is the 
combination of features that makes the claims patentable. For instance, the Examiner indicated 
that Claim 1 is allowable because the cited publication "neither teach nor suggest a signature in 
BIOS circuitry." Notice of Allowance, para. 5. Claim 1 recites, "a computer system for 
controlling the unauthorized use of software, comprising: 
a host processor; 

a removable media reading device coupled to said host processor; 

a non-volatile memory coupled to said host processor, said non- 
volatile memory including a predetermined location for storing a signature^ 
wherein the non-volatile memory is located in basic input/output system 
(BIOS) circuitry of said computer system; and 
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a bootup program stored in said non-volatile memory, said bootup 
program configured such that upon execution by said host processor the 
computer system will only be configured to decode encoded media in said 
removable media reading device if said signature is located in said 
predetermined location." 

Accordingly, Applicant submits that Claim 1 is allowable because the prior art does not 
teach or suggest the combination of features as recited by this claim. Likewise, the other claims of 
the present application are also allowable because they each recite a combination of features that are 
not taught or suggested by the prior art. 
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